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In the Years 1722, 1723, 1724, and 1725. 8 1 


WHEREIN | « 
The RISE and PROGRESS of thoſe fatal 


Broils, which from one of the moſt flouriſhing Mo- | 

narchies in Aſia, have reduced the Perſian Empire to | We 

a deſolate Wilderneſs, are ſet in a true Light, and | | 

the imperfe& Notions the Publick hitherto had of 
thoſe great Events are fully Clear d 1 


TOGETHER WITH 


({ A Relation of the Miſeries occaſion d by the Siege 
| of I/?aban, the Capital City, which exceeded all 
( that we read of Feruſalem when belieged by Titus 
and Veſpaſian- ; 


| F 


| 
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a 
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Written by a French Miltona who was an Fe- 
Witneſs of moſt of the Facts, Ad hy him tranſmitted 
France at Tripoli 


to Monſieur Le Maire, Conſul © 
15 in Syria. 
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8 A Genealogical Account of the Royal Family of 
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SOME 
ACCOUNT 
OF THE 


Royal Family 
PERSIA 


Chah Selim, or Solyman IV. 
Late King of Perſia, (the un- 

2 bappy Subject of the following 
Sheets) aſcended the Throne upon the 
Death of his Father Solyman III. who 
was born in 1646, and died in Auguſt 
1694. His Grandfather was Schah 
Abbas II. born in 1629, crown'd in 
1642, and dead in 1666. 

The Royal Family of Perſia is de- 
ſcended from an Armenian Prince, 
named Haſſam- Padſchah, or Uſum- 
Caſſan, that is to ſay, The Great. 

A He 
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He was born in the Country of Tekellu, 
and died in 1483, after having con- 
quer d and put to Death the Kings 
Jooncha and Azenhali. His Son Ja- 
3 cuppus, or Jacob, was poiſon d by his 
=_ Wife ; and leaving no Iſſue, Schick- 
IF Eider, Haſlam - Pad{chah's Son- in- 
Law, whom the People venerated as a 

E | Saint, was proclaim'd King. Chaidria, 
=! \. this new King's Wife, and Sifter to King 
| lacup, was the Daughter of Deſpina, 


Grand Daughter of Calo- John, Empe- 

ror of Trebiſond, and Mother of: Il- 1 
= mael and Techelles. 5 

The Turks could not endure that 'a | 
Prince adored for a Saint ſhould be placed | 
upon the Throne of Perſia ; fo they at- | 
tack'd him with all their Forces, and | 
being. croum d with. Vitlory, they de- | 
prived Schick - Eider of his Kingdom | 
and his Life. ' 

Iſmael retired into Hyrcania, now 
Mezanderan, where he was received 
and educated by, one. of his Rel atiqus, 

Pyr- 


[ 1 ] 
Pyrchalim, Prince of Kilan ; and 
Techelles fled to Armenia for Sandtu- 
ary, where he afterward propagated the 
Selt of Hali. Iſmael, being in Time 
become a Great Man, inſinuated to the 
Towns and Cities of Perſia, that their 
Religion and Liberties were in the ut- 
moſt Danger, and promiſed that if they 
would declare for him, they ſhould be 
free from all Taxes as long as they lived. 
He got together an Army of ; oo, ooo 
Men, made himſelf Maſter of Ardebil, 
Tebris, Schamachia, Irvan, Bagdad, 
with many other Towns, and the whole 
Province of Candahar upon the Confines 


of India. In ſhort, he not only recover d, 


but enlarged the Kingdom of Perſia. 
Techelles, on the other hand, ex- 
tended his Conqueſts in Armenia and 
Aſia Minor, where he beat Orchan 
and Mahomet, Uncles to Bajazet II. 
and conſiderably diminiſbd the Power 
and Dominion of the Turks, by the par- 
ticular Care he took to ſpread his Do- 
A 2 if rins, 


F 


krrine, as well as by the Progreſs of 


his Arms. | 
Schah Iſmael would certainly haue 


carry d his Conqueſts fart her, had he not 


been ſtopt by Death, which cut him off 


in the 45 th Tear of his Age at Casbin, 
where he had been croum d. His Body 
was carry d to Ardebil, to be interr d. 
Schah Thamas, oue of his four Sons, 
ſucceeded him in the Throne, tho not in 
his Fortune or his Vertues, He ſoon 
loft great Part of his Kingdom, which, 


thro his Indolence and Debauchery, fell a 


Prey to Solyman. He reigned ; 5 Tears, 


and died in 1576, aged 68 Tears. 
Iſmael II. his youngeſt Son, mounted 
the Throne, from a long Impriſonment to 
which his Father had confmed him. This 
Prince having put to Death eight of his 
Brothers, and a great many Nobles, be- 
came ſo Odious to the Grandees and Peo- 


ple, that his Siſter Peria was obliged to 
get him poiſon d in the 44th Tear of 


bis Age. He had a greater Inclination 
| t0 
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to the Seft of Omar, the Religion of 
the Turks, than to that of Hali, fol- 
low'd by the Perſians. 

His eldeſt Brother Mahomet-Cho- 
dabenda, who had refuſed the Govern- 
ment, was obliged to take it upon him 
m 1578, to hinder the Crown's de- 
volving to Strangers: But his Timorous 
Nature rendring him altogether unfit to 


govern, his Dominions were attack'd by 


Turk and Tartar, and Perſia was 


fleeced from every Quarter. This Prince 


died in 1 5 8 5, leaving three Sons, Emir- 
Hemſe, Iſmael III. and Abbas Myrſa. 
The firſt, after a Reign of eight Months, 
was kill d by Schah Iſmael 3 who hav- 
ing reign'd much about the ſame Space, 
died by the Hands of his own Barber, 
Chudi-Telack, at the Procurement of 
the third Brother 
Schah Abbas I. whoſe Reign was 
in every thing conformable to the 
Methods he made uſe of to aſcend 
the Throne; and tho he gain d ſome 
Ad- 


8 

Advantages over the Turks, yet the 
People had a mind to ſet upon the Throne 
his eldeſt Son Sefi-Myrla, whom he had 
by a Chriſtian Slave of Georgia. Schah 
Abbas being apprized of it, ſent that 


Son out of the World by the Hands of 


a Gentleman named Bebutbeck ; and 


to render his two other Sons uncapable 


of reigning, he order d their Eyes to be 
put out. He died in 1629, aged 63, 


| at Ferahbat in the Province of Mezan- 


deran, having reigned 44 Tears. He 
appointed bis Nephew Sch - Myrſa to 
ucceed him. 

Schah Sefi was born in 1610. This 
Prince was no ſooner ſettled upon the 
Throne, but he furniſh'd more Inſtances 
of Cruelty and Debanchery, than any of 
his Predeceſſors. He ſhed the Blood of 
innocent Perſons without Number, not 
ſparing that of his own Family. He 
had three Wives, The firſt was the 
Davghter of a Peaſant who uſed to 


carry Water to the King's Kitchen, till 
his 


C VI ) 

hir Majeſty gave him the Eflate- of Bi- 
low in the Province of Nachtſchvan, 
and made him a General. His ſecond 
Wife was a Chriftian, Daughter ta 
Tamaras, Prince of Georgia, whom 
he marry d at the Concluſion of the Peace. 

: The third was a Tartar, Daughter to 
Prince Bika, andSifter to Prince Muſſa. 
1 He had, beſide theſe, about 3 00 Con- 
a cubines, whom the Perſians call Chaffe. 
It was to this King, that Frederick, 

Duke of Holſteyn-Gottorp, ſent the 
famous Embaſſy of 126 Perſons, who. 
* accompany d Philip Cruſius and Otto 
Brugman. They ſet out the 2 2d of 
October 1635, and arrived at II- 

| pahan the d of Augult 1637; from 
1 whence they departed the 2:1 f# of De- 
cember following on their Return home. 
Schah Sefi died in 1642, after a 

Reign or Tyranny of 12 Pars; and his 
j Son Schah Abbas II. was. crown'd: im 
\, May the ſame Tear. He reign d till 
1666. We have already ob ſenv d. 

that 


D viij ] 
that he aas ſucceeded in 1667 by 

Schah Selim III. who having reign'd 

with a great deal of Wiſdom and Pru- 

dence, departed this Life the 9th of 
Auguſt 1694, and left the Crown to 
his Son Selim IV. now depoſed by Mah- | 
moud, and bearing the Name of Schah 3 
Huſſain. 


P. S. It may not be amiſs to remark 
| here, that in Perſia the King Mot her 
always takes the Upper Hand of the 
Queen Regent, and bears the Title of 
Novabalia, that is, Moſt High and 
Moſt Potent Lady, during Life ; 
ewhereas the Queen has only that of 
Caſſa, which ſigniſies Firſt Lady. The 
King's Children and their Mothers are 
ſeut up and guarded fo firittly in a Pa- 
lace ſeparate from the Court, during 
the King's Reign, that the Courtiers 
themſelves do not know their Number, 
nor the Days of their Birth, nor their 
Names, | 

AN 


Of the late 


REVOLUTIONS 


PERSEA 


JE WE H E Perſians are, 
in general, Pro- 
feſſors of the Ma- 
home tan Faith, but 
are divided into 
Two Sects. Moſt 
of them receive 
the Alcoran according to the Expo 
ſition and Commentaries of Hali, 
to whom they give the Title of 
| B 600 DVS 
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GOD's Aſſiſtant or Vicegerent: The 
others follow the Doctrine of O- 
mar. The firſt ſort are thoſe pro- 
perly call'd Perfians, who have al- 
ways had the King, the Princes, and 
_—_ of the Grandees of the King- 
dom on their ſide. The others are 
call'd * Aghues ; whoſe Sect has made 
no great Progreſs, except in the Pro- 


S 
vinces of Candahar, Koraſan , Sixi- 


ſtan, and Kirman., Nevertheleſs, 


bearing a cruel Hatred to the Per- 


ſians, by whom they have been ſome- 


times ill treated, they watched only 
for an Opportunity to revolr againtt 
them, and entirely ſhake off their 
Yoke. For this purpoſe it was ne- 
ceſſary they ſhould have at their Head 
a Man of Courage and Capaciry, fit 


to lead them on, and conduct them 


in their Enterprize; and ay were 


* 
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8 lions; or Aghuanis, great Soldiers, One 


of them will fight five Perſians. 
NOT 


= 
8 d 1 . "=. 1 7 p JE : 
ö . S 


* 


[3] 


not long to ſeek, having found juſt 


ſuch a one as they wanted, in the Per- 
ſon of Mahmoud, Son of | Miriweys, 
one of their own Sect. 

This Man, tho' born of Mean 
Parents, was exceedingly Ambitious 
and, under the Pretence of defend- 
ing the Rights and Privileges of his 
Religion, had made it his ſole Study, 
for ſeveral Years, to work himſelf 
into an Independency in his Province 
of Candahar, as the ſureſt Step to 
climb the Throne one Day, if For- 
tune favour'd his Deſigns. He fell 
in readily therefore with the turbulent 
Diſpoſition of the Aghues, and firſt 


| of all form'd a conſiderable Body of 


them in the Mountains; after which, 
to render the Succeſs of his vaſt Un- 
dertakings yet more ſecure, he made 
an Attempt to gain the Guebres, an 
ancient People of Perſia, who were 
always reckon d extremely courage- 
ous, as indeed it muſt be own d they 
53 2 are 


[4] 
are by much the beſt Soldiers in the 
Kingdom. 

His Endeavours had all the Suc- 
ceſs he could deſire: And thus Mah- 
moud, finding himſelf ſupported by 
thoſe People alſo, got together about 
10,000 of them, and being join d 
by a Body of 15, ooo Agbues, he in 
the Beginning of January 1722 
march d to attack Kirman, the Capi- 
tal City of a Province of the ſame 
Name, which made but a ſhort Re- 
ſiſtance; for, beſide that the Town 
was utterly ſurprized, not dreaming of 
any ſuch Viſit, there happen'd to be 
within its own Bowels a conſiderable 
Body of Guebres, who readily em- 
bracing the Party of their own Sect, 
ſoon obliged the reſt of the Inhabi- 
tants to ſurrender, and deliver up the 
Town to the Enemy. This Con- 
queſt, which made Mahmoud Maſter 
of the Province of Kirman, fluſh'd 


him to ſuch a degree, that he took 
the 
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che Reſolution to advance directly to 
Iſpahan, the Metropolis of the whole 
Kingdom. 

He ſet out from Kirman at the 
Head of about 40,000 Men, leaving 
only 1000. Soldiers to guard the 
Town. He hardly mer any Crea- 
ture upon the Road to oppoſe his 
March. His Troops daily increaſed 
with the great Numbers of Vaga- 
bonds that went and joined him. The 
People, all aghaſt, abandon'd their 
Habitations, to eſcape the Cruelty of 
the Rebels. Only two Perſons, Mir- 
guam Roſtom, Brother to the Prince 
of Georgia, General of the Sophi of 
Perſias Horſe, and Alimerdan Chan, 
Prince of Lariſtan, endeavour'd to 
ſtop his Career. Theſe came to meet 
Mabmoud with 4 or 5000 choſen 
Men, and attack d him vigorouſly ; 
but after ſome {mall Advant: 
oain'd, perceiving themſelves borne 


down by the Enemy's Numbers, they 
were 


_ 
ac 
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i] were obliged to fly for their Lives, 
| with ſome of their People, who with 
much ado eſcaped the Fury of the l 
Rebels. There fell in this Battle N 
near 7000 Men, molt of them Mah- 


moud's Followers. | 
However this did not diſcourage 
Mahmoud from purſuing his March : 
toward [ſpahan. That City was then 
in the utmoſt Conſternation. De- 
ſtitute of Troops, Ammunition, 
and Proviſions, they knew not how 
to oppoſe a formidable Enemy, from | 
whom they could expect No Quar- 5 
ter. The King, more aſtoniſh'd 
than any of the reſt, conſidering 
that his Forces were diſperſed all the 
Kingdom over, and how impoſſible | 
it was to aſſemble an Army in Time, — 
raiſed 40,000 Men all at once in the 
SP City, whom he divided into Two 
Bodies, and gave the Command of 
one to the Prince of Hawouza, called A 
Vali, and that of the other to the 
| | | Iktimadoulet, 
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4 
Iktimadoulet, or Prime ' Miniſter of 
State. Theſe two Generals marchd 
out of the City at the Head of their 
reſpective Troops, to fight the Ene- 
my, who continued advancing by 
long Marches; and upon the 8th of 
March 1722, they met him about 
four Leagues from Iſpahan. The two 
Armies halted within Sight of each 
other; but neither of them durſt be- 
gin the Onſet, and ſtrike the firſt 
Blow. They made Noiſe enough 
with their Acclamations, and now 
and then fired a Piece on each Side; 
but did nothing that was Deciſive. 
At laſt, the Prince of Hao could 
no longer refrain himſelf; but upon 
the ↄth of March in the Evening he 
advanced toward the Rebels, and fell 


upon them with ſuch Fury, that he 


broke thro' and thro' them where- 
ever he came, without giving them 
Time to recover their Order ; and 
notwithſtanding their Precaution in 

eh RY for- 


s 

fortifying Mahmoud's Camp, that 
Prince enter'd it Sword in Hand, 
made his way by favour of a Shower 
of Balls, and ſeiz d all the Enemy's 
Treaſure. But his Succeſs of this 


ſort dazzled his Eyes, and inſtead of 


giving him new Courage, made a 
mere Poltroon of him. He thought 
of nothing but preſerving his Riches ; 
and inſtead of following his Blow, 
and purſuing che Enemy, he ſhame- 
fully retired to ſoothe his Avarice 
with the Spoils he had gotten. 

But this Avarice of his coſt the 
| Kingdom of Perſia very dear; for 
the Rebels ſoon perceiving his Re- 
treat, they enter d the Camp, put 
all the Perſian Soldiers that were not 
retired with him to the Sword, 
and then went in Purſuit of him with 
ſo much Speed and Vigour, that after 
having made a terrible Slaughter a- 


mong his Rear-Guard, they pene- 


trated to the Baggage and Treaſure, 
- 08 which 


hy W's. 2 \- "2: SS 
— all ge oe te net ” 


a + = 
—_ —.— 2 1 8 YZ OT 
wo SEA iu Arab En... e 


2 6 = 1 _ > k * — 0 4 2 
ö — TAN 7 < oo An Ae” 


> 
5 
0 
5 


9 
& : _— 
= 


* 
& a 


[9] 
which they retook, and carry'd back 
to the Camp. 

This Defeat of the Prince of Ha- 
wouza inſpired the Rebels with freſh 
Courage, and at the ſame time diſ- 
pirited the Iktimadoulet's Followers. 
That General, who for his part had 
fought deſperately, and with Advan- 
tage over the Enemy, finding him- 
ſelf uncapable of holding out after 
the Prince of Hawouza was fled, re- 
ſolved to make an Honourable Re- 
treat, and to go and encamp upon 
an advantageous Spot of Ground 
near the City, where he could not 
eaſily be attacked. He did ſo; but 
was nevertheleſs purſued with Vi- 
gour, and loſt a great Number of 
Men in his Retreat. 

The News of this Defeat, wherein 
above 15, 000 Perſians were kill'd, 
and their Baggage, and Artillery (con- 
liſting of 25 Cannon) taken, ſoon 
reach'd Iſpahan , and ſtruck ſuch a 

C Terror 


L 10 ] 
Terror into the Inhabitants, and 
even into the King himſelf, that if 
the Enemy had been intent upon im- 
proving their Victory by following 
| their Blow, they might that day have 
| taken both the City and the King. 
jt But Mahmoud, who could hardly be- 
[if lieve his own Succeſs, and was more- 
over afraid of their lying in Ambuſh 
for him, contented himſelf with ad- 
vancing ſlowly; ſtopping here and 
there by the Way, to plunder the 
Grandees Country - Seats of what 
Riches he could find in them. 
Mean while, the Spies he had ſent 
into the City, to ſee what was doing 
there, having brought him an Ac- 
count of the Confuſion every thing 
was in, he repented, but too late, 
his Delay. Wherefore, without a- | 
muling himſelf any longer with ga- | 
thering together a few Riches which 4, 
mult fall into his Hands on courſe | 
if he ſucceeded in his Deſign, he put 
himſelf 


* * A v ag 8 * A k * 
eee e 


ara. vu 


* 
** 
k 
2 
f 
* 
1 
* A 
* 

Xx 


— 
9 
— „ NN 7 * 5 


E 
himſelf at the Head of his Troops, 
and made expeditious Marches; by 
which means he encamp'd the 1 9th 
of March at Zulfa, a large Town in- 
habited by the Armenians, and ſituate 


about a League from Iſpahan. Of 


this Place he eaſily poſſeſs d himſelf; 
the Inhabitants immediately ſubmit- 
ting to a Man whom they could not 
wich Impunity reſiſt. 
From hence he ſent a Detach- 
ment of 10,000 Men, to try if they 


could not enter the City, and make 


themſelves Maſters of it by Surprize. 
He order'd another more numerous 
Body to follow them at a Diſtance, 
to the end that if the former ſhould 
happen to ſucceed, they might have 
Support at hand. Bur this 2 
did not meet with the deſired Succeſs; 
for Mahmoud Neglecting to purſue 
his Victory, and make all the Ad- 
vantage of it that was poſſible, was 
attributed by the Citizens of Iſpahan 

& 3 to 


1 1 


to an Exceſs of Fear, which in their 


Eſteem had poſſeſs d the Minds of the 
Rebels, and gave them ſome Hopes 
of defeating an Enemy that ſeem'd 
not to approach without Trembling. 


They fortify'd the City in the beſt 


manner their Circumſtances would 
permitt, and placed the Choiceſt of 
their Troops in all the Poſts by which 
they imagined the Enemy would at- 
rempt to enter, And their Labour 
of this fort was well rewarded ; for 
Mahmoud's 1 0,000 Men being come 
up, and endeavouring to force their 


Way, were repulſed with ſo great 


Loſs, that they, and thoſe that 
march d to ſupport them, were both 
obliged to take to their Heels. 

The General of the Rebels, ſtill 
fretting at the Opportunity which 
his Dilatorineſs had furniſh'd the City 
to recover and fortify, was deter- 
mined not to repeat his Miſtake, but 


to advance with his whole Army, 


conſiſting 
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conſiſting of almoſt 100,000 Men, 
and try the Fate of a general Aſſault. 
This Aſſault was to have been made 
the 22d of March 1722; but the 
little River of Zendera, upon whole 
Banks the City of Iſpahan is ſituate, 
ſwelled ſo high that day, that the Ene- 
my durſt not undertake to paſs it. 
However, the Waters being much 


abated the 23d, the Army had then 


an Opportunity of croſſing it with- 


out Danger. The Aghuanis began 


the Attack, under the Command of 


James Curland,tormerly a Cartwright. 
This Chriſtian having heard of Mah- 
moud's Succeſs, with whom he had 
long held a Correſpondence, quitted 
his Trade, and join d him with ſe- 
veral Aghuanis of his Acquaintance. 
The Attack was exceeding violent; 
and every thing ſeem d at firſt to give 
way before ct Enemy; inſomuch 


that they narrowly miſs d of entring 
the City that very day: But the 4- 
gbnanis 


[ 14 ] 
ghuanis imagining themſelves, upon 
their firſt Advantage, to be entirely 
Maſters of Iſpahan, began to disband 
themſelves, and to run, without any 
Order, ſome this way, ſome that, 
ſhouting, and firing their Pieces al- 
moſt without Intermiſſion. The 
Perſians having ſtood their firſt Fire, 
and perceiving the Confuſion their 
Enemies were in, made a vigorous 
Salley, which ſo diſconcerted the A- 
ghuanis, that after a ſlender Reſiſtance, 
they betook themſelves to Flight, 
and with them the reſt of the Army. 

This firſt Attack being attended 
with ſuch bad Succeſs, the Enemy 
ſhew d no great Deſire to attempt a 
ſecond; at leaſt, not very haſtily. 
Smarting under the vigorous Defence 
of the Beſieged, they were very ſen- 
ſible how dear another Aſſault would 
coſt them. They changed their Re- 
ſolution therefore, and contented 
themſelves with inveſting the City, 


and 


* 2 
e by K _— ; 
£ 4a f; FY 4 2 2 5 "ag *, * 4.4.05 i 
and 4 n COS = - þ 1 3 5 4 


>» 
= 
< 
* 
: 
= 
a 
If 
1 
7 
Tt 
* 
my F 
* 
I 
, 


E 

and ſeizing all the Paſſages thro which 
it might be ſupply d with Proviſions; 
that ſo, if they could not carry it by 
Force, they might reduce it by Fa- 
mine. An Enterprize, however, of 
no ſmall Difficulty in the Execu- 
tion. 

The City of Iſpahan is beyond 
Contradiction one of the largeſt in 
the Univerſe. It is at leaſt 3 o Engliſb 
Miles in Circumference, without 
reckoning ſeveral conſiderable and 
well fortify d Suburbs. I own it is 
not peopled in proportion to its Ex- 
tent; for, beſide the Publick Squares, 
which are very large and numerous, 
there is not ſo _—_ as a Tradeſman's 
Houſe without a handſome Court- 
Yard, and a fine, ſpacious Garden 
well planted with Trees: So that 
when you take a View of Iſpahan at 
a Diſtance, it looks like a prodigious 


Foreſt with here and there a Village 


in it. 


The 


ET 


The Enemy were not numerous 
enough, without running the utmoſt 
Hazard, to divide themſelves into as 
many Bodies, as there were Poſts to 
guard round the City, to form a re- 
gular Blockade. And beſide, all 
thoſe Poſts were perfectly well filled; 
ſo that they could not pretend to ſeize 
them without incurring the Danger 
of being beaten, and conſequently of 
weakning their Army. 

Mahmoud reſolved therefore to lie 
quiet in his Entrenchments on the 
other ſide of the River, between 
Zulfa and Iſpahan, and not to under- 
take any thing of Conſequence till 
he had received a conſiderable Rein- 
forcement that was coming to join 
him from the Provinces of Candahar, 
Siziftan, and Kirman. He could not, 
however, forbear making ſome ſlight 
Attempts now and then, to try if he 
could not poſſeſs himſelf of ſome 
advantageous Poſt, that might for- 

5 ward 


1 89:3 
ward his Taking of the Place. And 
thus the Remainder of March, and 
all che Month of April were ſpent in 
Skirmiſhes, and inſignificant Attacks 
on one ſide and the other. 

Mean while, the King of Perſia, 
perceiving very plainly that Maß- 
moud's Drift was to inveſt the City, 
and force it to ſurrender by Famine, 
ſer himſelf in good earneſt abour 

preventing ſuch a Calamity. For 
this purpoſe, he at the Requeſt of 
the Grandees and People reſolved 
to make a Salley at the Head of 
100,000 Men, to force the Enemy 
into their Trenches ar leaſt, if they 
could not drive them farther off, 
He communicated this Deſign to the 
Iktimadoulet, and to Vali, Prince of 
Havouza. The former readily em- 
braced the Propoſal; and if he had 
been confided in, the thing had been 
done without a Moment's Heſita- 
tion; But the Prince of Havouxa 
2 was 
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was of the quite contrary Sentiment. 
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Thar Prince, whole Avarice, as has 
been before obſerv'd, occaſion'd the 
Loſs of the former Battle, judging 
upon good grounds that he might 
fall into Diſgrace, ſhould the Enemy 
be defeated, and the King have no 
farther Need of him; he ſecretly fa- 
vour'd the Party of Mahmoud, and 
endeavour'd to remove inſenſibly all 
Obſtacles in the Way of their Suc- 
ceſs. The King had a vaſt Eſteem 
for Havouza, on Account of his Bra- 


very and Experience in the Art of 


War; and not in the leaſt ſuſpecting 
him of Treachery, unfortunately 
pave into his Sentiment, and abſo- 


lutely forbid any Salley to be made 


without General Valis Order, to 
whom he committed the Care of the 
City. This Turn of Affairs (which 
conſidering the Neceſſity, and the 
Readineſs of the Citizens to engage 
the Enemy, could never have been 


expected) 
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expected) ſtruck every Soul with 
Grief and Surprize, till they received 
ſome {mall Allay from the Depar- 
cure of Prince Thamas, the King of 
Perſias eldeſt Son. 

That Prince, in whom ſhine all the 
Vertues that form the Hero; good- 
natured, affable, generous, brave, 
and in nothing deficient, ſave in 
Chriſtianity and a Crown worthy of 
him; having been declared by his 
Father Preſumptive Heir to the 
Throne, and acknowledged as ſuch 
by all the other Princes of the Blood, 
and Grandees of the Court, ſet out 
from Iſpahan the 2 1ſt of April, at- 
tended only by 400 choſen Soldiers; 
deſigning to get together all the Men 
he could in the Provinces, and, when 
he had form'd a conſiderable Army, 
to return to the City's Relief. No 
body doubted but the Preſence of ſo 
excellent a Prince would induce the 
People to come in Crowds and join 

D 2 him; 
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him; or that the univerſal Love he 
had gain d, would animate them to 
any Efforts to enable him to make 
Head againſt the Enemy. But, to 
ſee the Confidence that is to be put 
in Man! Princes, like other Folks, 
ſo long as they are in Proſperity, are 
ſurrounded with Levees of Flatterers, 
who ſtrive to out- do each other in 
Marks of the moſt inviolable Affec- 
tion; but no ſooner does Adverſi 
befall them, than the beſt Friends in 
Appearance ſtand aloof, and too 
often leave them alone the Victims to 
their Misfortunes. 

This the young Prince I am ſpeak- 
ing of found by fatal Experience! 
The deplorable Condition to which 
he muſt inevitably be reduced, if 
not ſpeedily aſſiſted, made no Im- 
preſſion upon the Minds of his Sub- 
jects. The People round Iſpaham, 
intimidated with the News of the 
Defeat of the Perſians, had forſaken 
their 


[ 21 ] 
their Houſes, and diſperſed them- 
ſelves in the Mountains, and were 
neither able nor willing to get to- 
gether again: While thoſe at a greater 
Diſtance excuſed themſelves from 
joining him, under the Pretence of 
guarding the Limits of the Kingdom 
on the ſide of Turky. Laſtly there were 
others, who looking upon this as a 
fair Opportunity for gratifying their 
Ambition, turn d all their Thoughts 
to render themſelves Abſolute and In- 
dependent in their reſpective Pro- 
vinces. Thus that Unfortunate 
Prince, ſeeing himſelf abandon d by 
all ſorts of People, and not having 
ſufficient Authority, during theſe Diſ- 
orders, to command Obedience, re- 
ſolved to return to Iſpaban, and de- 
fend that City to the beſt of his 
Power, with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Citizens, and Peaſants that had fled 
thither in great Numbers. But it 
was now too late to return without 

an 
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an Army, theTown being inveſted on 
all ſides, and the Paſſes well guarded | 
by the Enemy. You ſhall hear by 
what means. 

As ſoon as Mahmond was told of 
Prince Thamas's Departure, he well 
knew with what Deſign he went, and 
what he had to fear, if he did not ſe- 
cure himſelf againſt an Attack before 
that Prince's Return. Now to do this, 
there were but two Methods prac- 
ticable: Either he muſt abandon his 
Enterprize, and march off; or elſe 
he muſt carry on the Siege ſo vigo- 
rouſly, as to force the Town to ſur- 
render before the Arrival of the Suc- 
cours. The former of theſe Me- 
thods was not at all to his Taſte; he 
had gone too far to think of a Re- 
treat: And on the other hand, to 
go on with the Siege appear d to him 
a very dangerous Undertaking. He 
knew the Inhabitants were reſolved 
to defend their City to the laſt Ex- 3 

tremity ; 4 
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tremity; and conſequently his Army, 
which in its preſent Circumſtances 
would hardly bear weakning, was in 
Danger of being quite Joſt. How- 
ever, imagining himſelf under the 
Neceſſity of Conquering, or of Pe- 
riſhing, he did not long heſitate 
which Party to take, but reſolved to 
puſh on; and Fortune, unhappily 
for Iſpahan, favoured his Reſolu- 

tion. | 
There was upon the River, at one 
of the Extremities of the Town, a 
very large Bridge, with a Fort on the 
other ſide, which commanded all the 
Country, and Part of the City at 
the ſame time. This Fort once taken, 
Mahmoud might, without running 
any Riſque, eaſily poſſeſs himſelf of 
all the other Fortifications ſucceſſive- 
ly, batter the Town as he pleaſed, 
and cut off the Paſſage of ul man- 
ner of Proviſions. wg 
| It 
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It was his Buſineſs therefore to 
get Poſſeſſion of that Poſt; for which 
an Opportunity offer'd, and he did 
not let it flip. The Georgians, who 
were entruſted with the Guard of the 
Bridge and Fort, having taken by 
Chance a {mall Convoy of Brandy 
as it was going to Mahmoud's Camp, 
they drank to ſuch Exceſs, that they 
were all intoxicated, and in their 
Cups left the Fort without a Guard to 
defend it. Mahmoud's Spics having 
given him Notice of it, he imme- 


diarely ſent 1 5 00 Aghuanis, who up- 


on the laſt Day of April ſeiz d the 
Bridge and Caſtle, put all the Geor- 
gians to the Sword, and turn d the 
numerous Artillery they found in the 
Fort againſt the City itſelt. This 
Conqueſt facilitated the Paſſage of 
Mahmoud 's Army over the River, 
where it was neceſſary they ſhould 
come, to diſlodge the Perſians, and 
eſpecially the Iktimadoulet, from wy 
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25 ] 
vantageous Poſts they were poſſeſs d 
of, and without which it was almoſt 
impoſſible to take the City. 

A Reinforcement of 20,000 Men 
expected by Mahmoud, as mention'd 
above, from the Provinces of Can- 
dahar, Sixiſtan, and Kirman, hap- 
pen'd to join him at this very Junc- 
ture, which was of the greateſt Ser- 
vice to him in Life. Having aſſign d 
theſe new Troops their ſeveral Hoſts 
inthe Entrenchments he had caſt up 
in the Beginning of the Siege, be- 
tween Zulfa and Iſpahan ; he divided 
his Army into two Bodies, which 
paſs d the River at the two Extremities 
of the Town, and ſoon made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Fortifications 
that defended it, and of all the Paſ- 
ſages thro which it might be ſup- 
ply with Proviſions and other Re- 
lief. 

The Beſieged ſeeing their City thus 
blockaded on all ſides, and having 

. E no 
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no Hope of Relief from Prince Tha- 
mat, who they underſtood was very 
much embaraſs d himſelf, but be- 
ginning to feel the Miſeries of Fa- 
mine; they earneſtly beg d Leave to 


ſally out and fight the Enemy: But 


the Prince of Havouza, who in his 
Heart favour'd the Party of Mahmoud, 
took a valt deal of Pains to diſſuade 
them from it, urging that it was not 

get a Time, but it was the King's Plea- 
ſure they ſhould wait a little, and he 
would not fail to let them know 
whenever an Opportunity offer d. 
This Opportunity, however, was a 
long while in Expectation. The 


Proviſions, which had daily dimi- 


niſhed, now began to fail; and ſeveral 
Perſons died of Hunger. The Great 
Men, as well as the Vulgar, were 
ſenſible of the Neceſſity of attack- 

ing the Enemy, and opening a Paſ- 
ſage for the Proviſions to enter, which 
did not lie far off: But the King, 


who 
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who out of Fear, or rather Cow- 
ardice indeed, had ſhut himfelt up in 
his Palace, would not hearken to 
their Advice; bur, on the contrary, 
taking Offence at it, as a ſort of Af- 
front offer d to his Perſon, he had the 
unheard- of Cruelty and Imprudence 
to order the Petitioners to be fited 
upon, and kept at a greater Diſtance 
from the Court. 

A Conduct thus extraordinary and 
unexpected had infallibly cauſed a 
general Inſutrection throughout the 
City, had not Achmed Aga, a Man 
of untainted Loyalty, and a brave 
and generous Soul, appeaſed the ga- 
thering Multitude, by putting him- 
ſelf at the Head of the Troops and 
Inhabitants in order to engage the 
Enemy. 

It was the Beginning of July when 
he march d out of the City, at the 
Head of about 30,000 Men, with 


whom he began the Attack; and 


E 2 not- 
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notwithſtanding he was but feebly 
ſupported by the Prince of Havouza, 
he had at firſt all the Succeſs he could 
wiſh. Having killd 2 000 Aghuanis, 
and obliged rhe reſt to retreat, he 
ſeized ſeveral Paſſes rhro' which the 
Town might eaſily have received 
Proviſions. 

This ſucceſsful Expedition fill d 
the Inhabitants of Iſpahan with Joy; 
but their Joy was very ſhort-lived. 
The Prince of Hawvouza, who had 
hitherto favour'd rhe Party of Mah- 
moud in Secret only, now declared 
for him openly, and joining his For- 
ces with the Enemy, fell impetuouſſy 
upon Achmed Aga, drove him from 
the Poſts he had taken, put all the 
Perſians he found in them to the 
Sword, and purſued the reſt with ſo 
much Heat, that they had much ado 
to ſave their Lives by Flight into the 
City. This Treachery of the Prince 
of Hawouxa, and the Defeat of Ach- 
med 


[29] 
med Aga ſunk the Spirits of the Be- 
ſieged to ſuch a Degree, that they loſt 
almoſt all Hopes of ſupporting them- 
ſelves. | 
The King of Perſia, than whom 


none could be more aghaſt at theſe 


Misfortunes, not knowing, amidſt 
the Thoughts that opprels'd them, 
which way to turn himſelf, ſent for 
Achmed Aga, and publickly blamed 
him for falling in too readily with the 
Sentiments — the Populace, and for 
his Imprudence in attacking the Ene- 
my in their very Trenches, without the 
Prince of Havouza's Order; adding, 
that if that Prince had taken this 
Opportunity to betray him, it could 


proceed from no other Cauſe than. 


the Vexation to ſee, by this Sally, his 
Authority deſpiſed, and his Coun- 
ſel rejected. Achmed Aga uſed all the 
Arguments he could think of, to ex- 
cuſe himſelf, and fatisfy the King, 
chat it was pure Neceſſity, the ä 
O 


1 0 
—— —— — — 
r — 2 — 


[ 30 ] 


of his Country, and his Majeſty's 


Intereſt, that put him upon that En- 


rerprize; that, as for the Prince of 
Hawvouza, he could aſſure him, he 
had long held a Secret Correſpon- 
dence with Mahmoud; and that his 
Neglect of due Care to make Head 
againſt him, together with his con- 
ſtant Application to remove all Ob- 


ſtacles that might retard or obſtruct 


the Rebel in his Career, were a (uf- 

ficient Proof of his Treaſon. But 
the King would hear none of this; 
and Achmed Aga, taking too much 
to Heart the Reproaches he had been 
loaded with, and imagining he could 
not ſurvive ſuch an Affront with Ho- 
nour, ſwallow'd a Doſe of Poiſon 
that very Evening, which carry'd 
him off in four or five Hours. 

The Loſs of a Man whoſe true 
Character was a Mixture of Honeſty, 
Goed-Nature, and Generoſity, was 
univerſally regretted, and even by 

the 


1 

the King himſelf; who being ſome- 
what recover d from his Prejudices a- 
gainſt him, had already reſolved to 
entruſt him with the Defence of the 
City. And it muſt be own'd, he 
had great Need of his Help, in the 
miſerable Circumſtances to which 
the Place was reduced by Famine.” 

Nothing can be more deplorable, 
than to ſee ro what Extremities the 
Inhabitants of Iſpahan were then, and 
for ſome time after, reduced by the 
moſt dreadful Famine. All that we 
read of greateſt Horror in the City 
of Jeruſalem, while it was beſieged 
by Titus and Veſpaſian, was truly re- 
peated in our days in the City of I/ 
pahan; and I dare even ſay, this laſt 
out- did the other. 

Ar the firſt Beginning of the 
Siege, the King, little verſed in the 
Art of War, and relying too much 
upon the Judgment of certain Per- 
ſons unworthy of his Confidence, 


and 
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and uncapable of giving good Ad- 


vice, publiſh d a Proclamation for- 
bidding all the Citizens, and even 
Strangers, to depart the City, under 
any Pretence whatſoever. More- 
over, all ſuch as for Fear of the Ene- 
my came in Crowds from the neigh- 
bouring Villages, were admitted into 
the City; and hence there was fo great 
a Multitude of uſeleſs Perſons, that 
not only the Houſes, but even the 
Gardens, Streets, and Publick Squares 
were full of them. Notwithſtand- 
ing which, Proviſions were tolerably 
cheap before the Town was inveſted, 
and the Avenues ſtopt; bur as ſoon 
as this was done, every thing began 
to mount at an Exceſſive Rate. 

« A Loaf of about 12 Pound of 
Bread was ſold in July for 8 or 10 
« Crowns, in Auguſt for 30, in 
ce September for 100; and laſtly in 
October, when the City ſurrender d, 
&* it was not to be bought under 
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200 Crowns. A Horle (for the 
King himſelf was forced to make 
his ordinary Meals upon Horſe- 
Fleſh) yielded from 12 to 1500 
Crowns. Dogs and Cats were 
exquiſite Food for thoſe that could 
get them; and in ſhort, the Mi- 
ery was ſo great, that at laſt they 
fed withour Scruple upon Human 
Fleſh. Thus Numbers of People, 
reduced to meer Skeletons, were 
ſeen creeping abour the Streets in 
quelt of dead Carcaſſes, whoſe 
Bones, already almoſt bare, they 
made quite ſo, to ſupport the 
feeble Remains of languiſhing 
Life, juſt upon the point of yield- 
ing the Ghoſt to Famine, Others 
ran to and fro like Madmen, with 
Iron Bars in their Hands, to knock 
down the firſt defenceleſs Perſon 
they met, and ſatiate their cruel 
Hunger. Even tender Mothers 
ſpared not their own Children; 
N | ce but 
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but deaf to all their Cries and 


Tears, became firſt their Butchers, 


and then cut them up and eat 
them. 

« Neither was it among the Po- 
pulace only, that theſe unheard- 
of Cruelties were put in Practice; 
but Perſons of great Diſtinction, 
having ſpent all their Money, were 
obliged to come to the ſame Ex- 
tremities. Only here and there a 
Family, having a natural Horror 
to follow ſuch barbarous Exam- 
ples, choſe rather to die by Poiſon, 
than to live ſo miſerably, and by 
a Method fo ſhocking to the whole 
Creation. 

Such, in a manner, was the de- 


for two Months and a half. The 
Number of thoſe that died in that 
Time exceeds all Imagination. The 
Gardens and Publick Squares were 


like ſo many Church-Yards, and the 
very 
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very River was filled with dead Car- 


caſſes; ſo that for a Year after, no 


body would venture to eat any Fiſh 
taken out of it. | 
Had Mahmoud attack d the City 
under theſe diſmal Circumſtances , 
he had infallibly carry'd it by Aſſault, 
and that without abundance of Trou- 
ble: But being deſirous to ſecure to 
himſelf the King's Treaſure and that 
of the Grandees, which would doubt- 
leſs have fallen a Prey to the Soldiers 
in the Heat of their Plunder, he kept 
himſelf quiet 40 Days or more, ſtill 
amuſing the Perſians with vain Capi- 
tulations. Secure as he was of his 


Enterprize, which could not now 


fail of Succeſs, he waired from Day 
to Day for the King and City to ſur- 
render at Diſcretion; which at laſt 
they did in the following Manner, 
upon the 23d of Offober, the ſame 


Year's 723. 
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« The King, to mollity the ſa- 
vage Humour of his Conqueror 
in the firſt place, and provide at 


the ſame time for the Safety of his 


Life, which he might juſtly ap- 


prehend to be in great Danger, 
choſe from among the Princeſſes 
his Daughters, one that for her 
Beauty, Wit, and engaging De- 
portment, was the moſt likely to 
pleaſe Mahmoud, and ſent wi to 
him with very rich Preſents, ear- 


neſtly deſiring he would accept of 
her Gr his Wike. This done, he 
diveſted himſelf of all the Enſigns 
of Royalty, and having cloathed 
himſelf in Black, he walked on 
Foot thro the principal Streets of 
the City, with Tears in his Eyes, 
and in the moſt abject Poſture, 
lamenting his ſad Fate, and the 
Ruin of his Family, now upon 
che Brink of entring into the hard 


State of Bondage. 
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“The few Inhabicants remaining 
at Iſpahan, touch d with a Sight ſo 
aſtoniſhing and ſo worthy of 
Compaſſion, could not refrain 
from Tears; but forgetting their 
own Miſery upon this Occaſion, 


they ſeem'd to regard only that of 


their Prince. Their loud and re- 
peated Cries were heard in all Parts 
of the City, and even as far as 
Zulfa, where they pierced every 
Heart with Grief and Compaſ- 
ſion. After this diſmal and mov- 
ing Ceremony, the King reſumed 
his ordinary Dreſs, and with the 
Crown upon his Head march'd 
out of the City, attended by a- 
bout zoo of his principal Cour- 
tiers, and went directly to Mah- 
moud's Camp. 
ce All poſſible Endeavours were 
uſed to prevail with that Rebel to 
go and meet his King ; but no- 
thing could work upon a Spirit, 
«© whoſc 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
| 
| 


38 
« whoſeſullen Pride and Haughtineſs 
« made him regard that Duty as a 
cc Step unworthy of a Conqueror. 
« The moſt he would do, was. to 
<< riſe from his Seat upon the King's 
« Arrival, and to give him a bare 
ce Salute; a Ceremony he ought to 
e have paid to the Meaneſt of his 
« Attendants. 

This brutiſh Behaviour ſurprized 
ce all about him. The very Enemy, 
“and particularly Acheraf, or Eſreff, 
% one of the Heads of the Aghuanis, 
« and a near Relation of Mahmoud's, 
* could not forbear expreſſing pub- 
« lickly their Indignation. But the 
« King, without ſhewing the leaſt 
« Mark of the Corroding Grief that 
« inwardly devour'd him, ſtept up to 
« Mabmoud, embraced him as it he 
* had been his beſt Friend, acknow- 
« ledged him for his Son-in-Law, 
in a word adopted him for his own 

Son, and gave him in Writing an 
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Authentick Reſignation of his 
Kingdom, to him and his De- 


ſcendents, excluding for ever his 


own Children and their Iſſue from 
the Succeſſion. 

And in Return for ſo conſider- 
able a Benefaction, the King de- 
ſired but two Things of him: The 
firſt was, that he ſhould not touch 
any of his Concubines; the ſe- 
cond, that he would bind himſelf 
by Oath, not to take away his 
Life, nor the Lives of his Chil- 
dren, the Princes of the Blood, 
whom he _ to regard as his 
younger Brethren, and from 
whom he would always receive all 
the Reſpect, Submiſſion, and Fi- 
delity, that he could deſire. Mah- 
moud readily, and to all Appear- 
ance heartily, engaged to com- 
ply with the King's Requeſt. 
Whereupon the King took the 
Crown from his own Head, and 


* placed 
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« placed it upon Mahmoud 's; and | 
having likewiſe put into his Hand f 
the Scepter, and deliver d up to ; 
«© him the Keys of his Palace and |} 
“ Treaſury, = aſſured him that he ö 
did Gr that Moment recognize 
him, and would ever after recog- 
nize him as his only ee 
Lord and Maſter. 

* The Grandees of the King- 
© dom, and Generals of the . 
e ghuanis and Guebres, follow d the f 
4 King of Perſias Example, in 
paying their Homage to Meh. 
* mound; who had no ſooner pre- 
4e Gred a few Refreſhments, as uſu- 
“ al, ro the. King and his Train, 
but he detached 40,000 Men to f 
take Poſſeſſion of the Royal Pa- 
ce lace, the Avenues and Gates of the 
City, into which he made his 
“ Publick Entry the 25th of the 
ſame Month, in ho following 


« Order. 
* James 
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ee James Curland, preceded by 10 
or 12 Foot - Soldiers, began the 
March. He was mounted upon 
a Horſe richly capariſon d, carry- 
ing the Keys of the City and Pa- 
lace. Then came 1 5 o Pretorians, 
or Soldiers of the Guard, march- 
ing Two and Two, with their 
drawn Sabres in their Hands. 
Next to theſe were 30 Military 
Officers on Horſeback , richly 
dreſs d, and forming a Circle, in 
the Middle whereof was the newy 
King, with the Crown upon his 
Head, and the Scepter in his Hand, 
mounted upon a Horſe of great 
Value, preſented to him by the 
Prince of Hawvouza ſome days be- 
fore. On his Right Hand rode 
Kior-Snltan, one of the Chief Ge- 
nerals of his Army; and on his 
Left, Amanulla, the other Chict 
General, ſupporting over Maß- 
moud Nead a {mall but very rich 
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Canopy, fo ſtrewed with Dia- 


monds and other precious Stones, 


that it dazzled the Eyes of the 
Spectators. The March was clo- 
ſed by 100 more Soldiers of the 
Guard, with their Sabres in their 
Hands, like the former ; and after 
them the Grandees of Perſia, hav- 
ing at their Head ſome Princes of 
the Blood and the Dethroned 
King, whom they now call'd, and 
we ſhall do ſo for the future, Schah 
Huſſam. The Streets in the Way 
to the Palace were lined with Sol- 
diers with their Muskets upon 
their Shoulders; and at conveni- 
ent Diſtances they burnt Perfume 
of a moſt delicious and reviving 
Scent, which ſpreading itſelf into 
all Parts of the City, carry'd off 
the Infection which great Num- 
bers of dead Carcaſſes half putri- 
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« As ſoon as they arrived at the 
Royal Palace, Mahmoud was con- 


« ducted into the Hall where the 
« Throne ſtood; and having placed 


cc 


(c 


himſelf upon it, he was again 
ſaluted as King of Perſia by 


« Schah Huſſain, the Princes of the 
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Blood, and Grandees of the King- 
dom, great Numbers of whom 
were then at Court. This done, 
a general Salvo was made of all 


the Artillery of the City, which 


was anſ{wer'd by the Forts and 
Caſtles within Hearing. There 
was nothing Extraordinary in 
theſe City-Rejoicings, tho they 
were continued for ſome Days by 


Order from above. The Miſery 


to which the Inhabitants were re- 
duced, would not ſuffer them to 
expreſs a great deal of Joy upon 
that Occaſion. The Scarcity, 
however, was conſiderably dimi- 
niſhed ; the Loaf, which was be- 

G 2 cc fore 
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tore ſold for 200 Crowns, being 


2 Crowns; and ſoon after, Pro- 
viſions being brought in great 
Plenty, any thing might be had 
at a Reaſonable Price.” 

A Flow of ſuch prodigious Suc- 
cels made the new King imagine he 
ſhould eaſily compaſs the Utmoſt of 
his Wiſhes. Being Maſter of the 
Capital of the vaſt Kingdom of Per- 
ſia, and having in his Power the 
King, the Princes, and molt of che 
Grandees, he made no doubt 1: 
the Towns and Provinces would ac- 
knowledge his new Title, and ſub- 
mitt to his Authority, Wherefore, 


having ſettled his Affairs at Iſpahan, 


and put Schah Huſſain and his Chil- 
dren under a good Guard, he toward 
the Cloſe of November ſent 1 0,000 
Ag huanis to Caſcuin or Casbin, for- 
merly the Capital City of Perſia, and 
the ordinary Reſidence of its Kings, 


to 


reduced by Mahmoud's Order to 
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to prevail with them to ſurrender and 


ſer the firſt Example of Submiſſion. 
And indeed, as the Inhabitants of that 
City were no ways prepared for a 
Siege, it was their wiſeſt way to yield, 
as they immediately did : Bur ſoon 
after, not being able to bear the re- 
peared Cruelties which the Aghuanis 
exerciſed over them, they enter'd in- 
to a ſecret Conſpiracy, and in an In- 
ſurrection put above 4000 of them 
to the Sword. Thoſe that eſcaped 
with their Lives, left their Baggage 
behind them and fled; bur many 
died upon the Road, either of the 
Wounds they had received, or of 
Cold, which was very Exceſſive, and 
againſt which they had nothing to 
defend themſelves. In a word, ſome 
few of them got back to Iſpahan in 
the Beginning of February 1723; 
where Amanulla, their General, was a 
long while languiſhing under a” 
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46 
of a Musket-Shot he had received in 
his Right Shoulder. 
The News of this Defeat ſtruck 
Mahmoud to the Heart, and convin- 
ced him that his Preſence was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to bring the reſt of 
the Kingdom under his Subjection. 
However, he did not care to leave 
Iſpahan in a Hurry neither. He was 
afraid that ſome Revolution would 
happen, which in a Moment's Time 
might deſtroy all the Fruits of his 
Conqueſts. It is certain, that he 
had nothing to fear from Schah Huſ- 
ſain, nor from the Princes of the 
Blood, whom he had lock d up faſt, 
and committed to the Care of his 
truſty Friends: But the Grandees of 
the Kingdom, who were ſtill at Li- 
berty, might, while his Hands were 
full of Work at a Diſtance, excite 
the People to a Revolt, cut the 
Throats of what Soldiers he left be- 
hind 
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hind him, and ſeize the City and For- 
tifications. 
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« To prevent which, and make 
ſure of the City, he ſent into all 


the neighbouring Provinces for 


the Families of his own Sect 
to come to Iſpahan, and gave 
them the empty Houſes of thoſe 
that had periſh'd with Famine : 
After which, under pretence of 
giving a magnificent Entertain- 
ment to the Grandes of the King- 
dom, he got them together in his 
Palace, put them and their Chil- 
dren to Death, and order'd their 
Bodies, to the Number of 3 oo, 
to be carry'd out and expoſed in 
the Publick Squares. And not 
content with this Barbarity, he 
cauſed 1000 of Schah Huſſam's 
Guards, and 3 000 Perſians, to be 
allo maſſacred. 

« Some days after, as many as 


were fit to bear Arms underwent 
the 
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ec the fame Fate, ſome in their 
« Houſes, others in their Gardens, 
cc and many more in the Streets and 
* Squares; ſo that by a moderate 
«© Computation, above 25,000 


© Men were cut off on that Occa- 


cc {jon in Cold Blood.” 
Mahmoud, having by this dread- 
ful Slaughter got rid of the Perſons 
he had moſt Occaſion to fear, and 
ſceing the City fill'd with People of 
his own Sect, whole Fidelity he had 
not the leaſt ground to ſuſpect, 
thought of A, vu but new Con- 
queſts. In order to which, having 


given his Directions concerning the 


Government in his Abſence, and 


left a good Garriſon in the City and 


Caſtles, he put himſelf at the Head 


of his Army in the Beginning of 


May 1723, and advanced toward 
the Citadel of Guyex. 4 
This Place, being built upon che 
Summer of a Hill, is very ſtrong ö 
an 
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and not being commanded by any 
other Fortreſs, could not eaſily be 
taken otherwiſe than by Famine. 
Zeberdert Chan, one of the General 
Officers of the Aghuanis, had already 
attack'd it ſeveral times, but wich- 
out Succeſs, having been conſtant- 
ly repulſed with Vigour, and not 
without Loſs. Mahmoud, upon his 
Arrival, ſummon'd it to ſurrender; 
and upon the Governor's Refuſal, he 
detach'd 4000 Guebres with Orders 
to break open the Gates, and force 
the Garriſon to ſurrender: But this 
Enterprize did not ſucceed as he 
would have it; for the Garriſon of 
the Citadel, obſerving all that paſs d 
in the Enemy's Army, and perceiv- 
ing the Guebres to advance toward 
their Gates in Crowds, with Axes 
in their Hands, gave them ſuch a 
Salvo from all their Artillery at once, 
as killd above 2000 of them. 
Whereupon the reſt fled back to 
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their Camp in the utmoſt Conſter- 
nation. 


This ſingle Attempt and Diſap- 


pointment convinced Mahmoud that 
it would coſt him dear, ſhould he per- 
ſiſt with Obſtinacy to take the Ci- 
tadel by Force; and beſide, it did 
not at all ſuit his Convenience, he 
thought, to make a long Siege of 
it, and wait the Starving them out. 
He had recourſe to another Method 
therefore, which ſucceeded perfectly 
well. He ſent ſome of his chief 
Confidents to the Governor with a 
_ conſiderable Sum of Money, and 
Aſſurances that upon his Delivery of 
the Fortreſs he ſhould receive a great 
deal more, and have a Government 
much preferable ro what he had. 
The Soldiers of the Garriſon were 
not forgot; but every one had ſome 
Preſent or other, and the Citadel 
did not hold out long, Mahmoud, 
to ſecure it, put in a Garriſon of 
about 
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about 1000 Agbuanis, under the 
Command of a truſty Friend; and 
took the former Governor and his 
Soldiers along with him, under pre- 
rence of making them Sharers 1 in his 
Victories. 

He next bent his Courſe toward 
Beni ſpaham, a (mall Town ſituate 
upon the Brow of a Hill, ar the 
Foot of which is a large, desde 
and fertile Plain, water'd with ſeve- 
ral Rivulets, which make it one of 
the molt delightful Abodes in the 
Province of Airak during all the 
Summer- Seaſon. 

This Town gain'd ſeveral Advan- 
tages over the Enemy, and deſtroy'd 
a great Number of them during * 
Month that the Siege laſted: But at 
length, oppreſs d by Famine, it ſur- 
render d upon honourable Terms at 
the Perſuaſion of Zeberdert Chan. 

The Aghuanis, who till now had 


been ſhut up in the ſingle Province 
H 2 of 


527 
of Iſpahan, ſhew'd an Eagerneſs to 


go and ſubdue the other Provinces : 


Bur as ſome ſudden Revolution in 
favour of Prince Thamas, to whom 
ſeveral People began to come in, was 


{till ro be apprehended and guarded 
againſt; it was judged neceſlary that 


Mabmond ſhould remain in the Con- 


quer'd Country with Part of his For- 
ces, to be at hand in caſe any Trou- 
bles of that ſort ſhould happen; and 
that Kior Sultan, with the reſt, ſhould 
make himſelf Maſter of the other 


conſiderable Towns and Provinces of 


the Kingdom. Thus the Army was 
divided into Two : Kior Sultan, hav- 
ing under him Zeberdert Chan, took 
the moſt numerous, and march'd 
into the Province of Farſiſtan, which, 
after a tolerable Reſiſtance, ſubmit- 


ted, as we ſhall obſerve by and by. 


Mahmoud had not above 25,000 
Men to his Share, with whom he 
went and attack d Kulpekin. 

This 
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This Town, which is ſituate 90 
or 100 Miles from Iſpahan, and 
ſtands in a barren Plain that is not 
watered, held out bravely for Prince 
Thamas. It was well farniſh'd with 
Troops, Ammunition, and Provi- 
ſions. The Citadel in particular was 
plentifully provided with all Neceſ- 


faries for a long and vigorous De- 
fence. 


Upon Mahmond's firſt coming be- 
fore it, and hearing by his Spies the 
Reſolution of the Inhabitants, and 
the good Condition of the Place, he 
began to look about him, and re- 
pented his advancing ſo far at the 
Head of ſo ſmall a Body of Troops. 
However, being aſhamed to aban- 
don his Enterprize, he ſo diſpoſed 
all things, that after he had made 
ſeveral Diſcharges of his Artillery a- 
gainſt the Place, he attack d it on three 
Sides at once, and that with ſo much 
Order and Bravery, that notwith- 


ſanding 
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ſtanding the obſtinate Reſiſtance of 
the B 1eped, he gain'd the Advan- 
tage, and poſſeſs d himſelf of Part 
of their Entrenchments, which were 
afterward of ſingular Service to him 
in reſiſting the continual Salleys they 
made from the Place, wherein they 
deſtroy'd him abundance of Men. 
Prince Thamas, who lay within 
two Days March of Kulpekim with 
$8000 Men, under a Chief named 
Fredron Chan, of the Sect of the 
Agbuanis, hearing of the great Dan- 
ger the Beſieged were in, advanced 
with his ſmall Body to their Relief; 
and he marched with the greater 
Pleaſure, becauſe he well hoped for 
Succeſs. The ſmall Number of the 
Enemy, who had ſuffer d very much 
from the continual Rains and ex- ö 
treme Cold, the Fidelity of the In- 
habitants, and the Goodneſs of his 
Troops, ſeem'd to give him Earneſt 


of Victory; but he was diſappointed 
of 


the few Troops that continued faith- 


[& 


of his Expectation. For ſcarce was 


he arrived, when Fredrow Chan, our 
of the baſeſt Treachery, abandoning 
his Party, and embracing that of 
Mahmoud, advanced on a ſudden with 
the greateſt Part of the Prince's Men, 
who adhered to him, and fell furi- 
ouſly upon the 1 that guarded) 
the Trenches, put all he met to the 
Sword, and ſeiz d the advantageous 
Poſts they were poſſeſs d of. The 
Inhabitants, quite amazed and con- 
founded at this unexpected Revolt, 
knew not which way to turn them - 
ſelves in the Conſternation that had 
ſtruck them; ſo, inſtead of diſpu- 
ting their Ground Inch by Inch, they 
abandon'd the reſt of their Trenches, 
and retired into the Fortreſs, which 
being ſoon after taken by the Ene⸗ 
my, the Town was deliver'd-upto/ 
Plunder, and the Inhabitants: were- 
put to the Sword. The Prince, with 


ful 
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ful to him, made the beſt of his 


Way off, and fled to the Province of 


 Mezanderan. 
The City of Caſſana, being inti- 


midated with the Accounts of the 


diſmal Fate of Kulpekin, and fearing 
it would fare no better with them, 
ſent their Keys to Mahmoud, with 
Tenders of their Submiſſion, for 
which they were uſed accordingly, 
and treated like Friends. 

After this Succeſs, Mahmoud re- 
ſolved to go back to Iſpahan, as well 
to recover himſelf from the Fatigues 
of War, as to refreſh and augment 
his Troops. Wherefore, having pur 

Garriſons into Kulpekin and 
Caſſana, he ſet our on his Return, 
and arrived at Iſpahan toward the lat- 
ter End of March 1724. On this 
Occaſion there ſtarted up a young 
Georgian Heroine, whoſe Courage 
was very aſtoniſhing, and whoſe Ex- 

ploits 
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(7.4 
ploits againſt the Aghuanis deſerve to 
be taken Notice of. 

« This Valorous Woman, being 
ce inform'd that her Husband was 
* kill'd by the Enemy at the Taking 
of the Bridge and Citadel of Iſ- 
© pahan, as mention'd in its pro- 
ce per Place; ſhe reſolv'd to go and 
c revenge his Death in the Blood 
© of the Men by whoſe Hands he 
ce fell. She made over her Eſtate 
© to her Brother, and recommend- 
« ed to him the Education of het 
* two ſmall Children; which done, 
ce ſhe diſguiſed her Sex, fitted her- 
cc ſelf with Man's Cloaths, and be- 
ce ing well armed, ſhe regarded nei- 
« ther the Rigour of the Seaſon, 
© which was extremely cold, nor 
te the Length of the 3 little 
« leſs than 1200 Miles, but to I/ 
ec pahan ſhe came juſt as Mahmoud 
* was making his ſecond Entry. 
* No ſooner did ſhe ſet her Eyes 
I « upon 
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[ 58 J 
upon the Aghuanis, and the Spot 
of Ground where her Husband 
was kill'd, but the Deſire of Re- 
venge furiouſly inflaming her 
Breaſt, and bereaving her of all 
Patience, ſhe flew, tho ready to 
faint under the Fatigues of fo 
long a Journey, and fell impe- 
tuouſly, Sabre in Hand, upon a 


Body of Aghuanis, of whom ſhe 


kill d above 20, before they had 
Time to lay Hold on her. Maß- 
moud, having heard the Particu- 
lars of this Heroine's Reſolute 
Action, order'd her to Priſon, 
with deſign to releaſe her ſoon, 
and ſend her home; but the A- 
ghuanic, as it was reported, and 
generally believed, procured her 
to be murder'd in Priſon. ” 

In the mean time, it was not 


known what Succeſs the Army that 
 march'd the Year before into the Pro- 


vince of Furſiſan, had met with. 


Advice 
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Advice was indeed brought, that 
Schiraz, the Capital City, was be- 
ſieged by Kior Sultan; who havin 
been unfortunately kill'd by a Vu 
ket- Ball in the firſt Attack, was ſuc⸗ 
ceeded in the Command of the Ar- 
my by Zeberdert Chan; and that this 
General was carrying on the Siege 
with Vigour: But the Event was yet 
to come; ſo that Mahmoud thought 
every day long till he heard farther 
from them. At length, he received 
Diſpatches in the Beginning of May, 
which filled the new King and all 
his Friends with Joy. 

Schiraz was taken, in the follow- 
ing manner. That City, which 
ſtands upon the River Bendenur, not 
far from the ancient Perſepolis, and 
is juſtly eſteem'd the Second in the 
Kingdom of Perſia, was almoſt en- 
tirely block d up at the Commence- 
ment of the Siege. The Chan, or 
Governor who commanded in the 

14 Place, 
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Place, had been one of the Princi- 
pal of Schah Huſſain's Courtiers, and 
faithfully diſcharged his Truſt in ex- 
erting himſelf to Linder the Blockade. 

After ſeveral Skirmiſhes, and ſome 
inſignificant Advantages gain'd over 
the Enemy, he was obliged to yield 
to Superior Strength, and to quit 
the Poſts which were abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the Conveyance of Pro- 
viſions into the City. It is true, he 
was not without Hopes of Relief; 
Baguirchagi, an Arabian Prince, hav- 
ing ſent him word that he was 
marching to his Aſſiſtance with 6 or 
7000 Men : But they advanced in 
ſuch Diſorder, that 1400 Aghuanis 
defeated them, and Baguirchagi him- 
ſelf was ſlain in the Battle. 

This Blow having deprived the 
Governor of the only Succour he 


could expect, and conſidering more- 
over that his Proviſions and Ammu- 


nition were ſpent ; that three Parts 
in 
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in four of the Inhabitants were dead 
of Hunger, or had periſh'd by the 
Sword ; and laſtly, that the Num- 


ber of the Enemy, far from diminiſh- 


ing, did really increaſe every day ; 
he deliver'd up the City upon the 
1 3th of April, after a Siege of eight 


Months, maintain'd with all the Pru- 


dence and Courage that could be 


expected from ſo great a Captain. 
The Aghuanis had about 6000 Men 
killd during the Attacks; fo the 
Ciry, notwithſtanding the fair Pro- 
miſes of the Beſiegers, was aban- 
don'd to Plunder and Slaughter, both 
of which were very great. 
A Conqueſt of ky 


flatter'd Zeberdert Chan's Ambition to 
a prodigious degree, and ſtimulated 
him much to the Purſuit of new. 
Wherefore, having ſettled his Affairs 
at Schiraz, and provided the Town 
with a ſufficient Garriſon, he march- 


ed toward Lahr, a City that gives 
Name 


is I mportance 
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Name to a ſmall Country incloſed 
between the Provinces of Kuſiſtan and 
Mogoliſthan, and was formerly the 
is e of a Prince who aſſumed 
the Title of King of Lahriſtan. This 
Place made but a ſlender Reſiſtance, 
and ſoon ſurrender d; upon which 
3 000 Aghuanis were put in Garri- 
ſor. in the Town and Caſtle, to guard 
them againſt Surprize. 

From thence Zeberdert Chan bent 
his March toward Benderabaſſi, the 
Gombru of the Ancients, to which 
King Schah Abbas gave his Name in 
the Year 1622, and transferr'd the 
Commerce thither, which was before 
carry d on in the Iſle of Ormus, which 
he took from the Portugueze by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Engl. This 
Town ſoon ſurrender” I allo, toge- 
ther with its Caſtle. 

Mean time, Mahmoud, being per- 
fectly recover d from his Fatigues, 


and ling refreſh'd and * 
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his Army by the Arrival of ſeveral 
Families from different Places, eſpe- 
cially from Candahar ; he reſolved to 
follow his Blow, and to go and con- 
quer the Province of Kilan. 

He ſet out accordingly in the 
Month of June, at the Head of about 
30,000 Men : But Fortune now 
began to turn Tail upon him, as ap- 
peared by the bad Succels of this Ex- 


pedition ; for he had no ſooner en- 


ter d the Province of Kilan, but what 


with the unwholſome Air, and the 
frequent Incurſions of the Arabs, 
who daily kill'd him abundance of 
Men, he was obliged to return ro 


Iſpaban, with the Loſs of all his Bag- 


585 and almoſt three Fourths of 


is Soldiers. 

Had Prince Tamas, when this 
Opportunity offer'd, been at the 
Head of 8 or 10,000 Men to fall 
upon Mahmoud in his Retreat, he 
muſt have entirely defeated him, and 

might 
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might ſoon have recover'd all that 
the Enemy had taken; but Fear was 
ſo predominant as well among the 
Grandees as among the Common 
People, that no body durſt embrace 
the Party of the Prince, at leaſt open- 
ly; and thus he was forced to re- 
main a Fugitive, having ſcarce 2000 
Men under his Banners. 
Nevertheleſs, Mahmoud's Reverſe 
of Fate threw him into the deepeſt 
Melancholy ; and the Hollanders, of 
whom Trade has drawn conſiderable 
Numbers to Iſpahan, were the firſt 
that felt the Effects of his Ill Hu- 
mour. He order'd them all to be 
ſeiz'd at once, and confined them 
till they advanced the Sum of 
40,000 * Thomans, over and above 
the 20,000 he had extorted from 
them before. In the next place, the 


= | 


» — * MC = [ 


* A Thoman in Perſia is about 31. 10 s. 
Engliſh Money. 
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Armenians were taxed at 70, ooo 
Thomans ; and 50 young Ladies of 
the beſt Families of that Nation were 
taken by Force, and ſhut up in the 
Seragho. | 

Neither had the French any great 
Cauſe to boaſt upon this Occaſion; 
for tho' they did not ſuffer in their 
Purſes, their Liberties were attack d 
in the moſt violent Manner. Mon- 
ſieur de Gardane, Conſul of the French 
Nation at Iſpahan, who for his Pru- 
dence, and good Deportment, and 
Zeal for every thing that tends to 
premote the Trade of his Country- 
men, delerves all that can be ſaid in 
his Praiſe, received an Order, toge- 
ther with all the French Merchants, 
not to depart the City upon pain 
of Death, nor to write any fort of 
Letter to any Perſon whatſoever, un- 
der the ſame Penalty ; fo that as de- 
ſirous as Monſieur de Gardane was to 
inform the Court of France of what 
K Was 


3 - 
was doing in Perſia, he thought him- 
ſelf obliged, for the Good and Be- 
nefit of his Country, not to gratify 
his Inclination in that reſpect. 

But that which ſtuck with Mah- 
moud moſt of all, was the mortify- 
ing News of the Revolt of Tezed, 
ten Days Journey from Iſpahan, to 
the ſide of Candahar. The Inhabi- 
tants of that City, having a great 
Number of Guebres among them, 
were perſuaded to ſubmitt ſome of 
the firſt, and to receive a Garriſon 
of 2000 Agbuanis: But being ap- 
prized of the preſent bad Condition 
of the Enemy, they roſe upon the 
Aghuanis, and cut their Throats, and 
forced all rhe Guebyes ro quit the 
Place. : 

Mahmoud, as much perplex d as 
his Affairs then were, would not fuf- 
ter ſuch an Action to pals unpuniſh d. 
Ic afſembled all his Forces wich the 
utmoſt Expedition, and with an Ar- 

my 
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my of about 18,000 Men began 
his March toward Tezed, the 22d 
of December. The Attacks were very 
frequent and vigorous on the part 
of the Beſiegers, and as bravely re- 
puls d on the part of the Beſieged. 
Both Parties were intent upon the 
ſingle Point of opening their Way 
to Victory; for which an Opportu- 
nity at laſt preſented itſelf to the Ci- 
tizens, and they were too vigilant to 

let it ſlip. | 
The Enemy's Army ſuffer'd ex- 
tremely, not only by the Snow's fal- 
ling in abundance, bur allo for Want 
of Proviſions of all ſorts. The Pea- 
fants had forſaken their Villages, and 
carry'd all they had along with them 
to Mount Taurus, their Place of San- 
ctuary; ſo that Mahmoud was obliged 
to leſſen conſiderably the Number of 
his Troops, and to ſend out Parties 
of them in quelt of Proviſions. The 
Beſieged perceiving this, made two 
K 2 Salleys, 
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Salleys, one of Horſe, the other of 
Foot, and fell Pell-mell upon the 
Enemy fo furiouſly, as well as un- 
expectedly, that they kill'd almoſt 
3000 of them before they knew 
what was the Matter : And Mahmoud 
_ ſeeing himſelf in danger of being ſur- 
rounded and taken by the Horſe, was 
forced to leave all his Baggage be- 
hind him, and make the beſt of his 
Way off, with the few Soldiers that 
remain'd to him. = 
« This ſecond Defeat, which put 
cc jt out of Mahmoud's Power to un- 
e dertake any thing, at leaſt for a 
cc while, fill'd him with Grief, inſo- 
* much that his Life was deſpair'd of. 
Grown troubleſome and uneaſy 


to himſelf and all about him, he 
reſolved to ſhut himſelf up, and 
begin the Riadha, or Spiritual Ex- 
erciſes, which the Muſulmen ſome- 
times impoſe upon themſelves. 
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e Theſe Exerciſes conſiſt in ſhut- 


ting themſelves up a Fortnight or 
more, taking no other Nouriſh- 
ment than a little Bread and Wa- 
ter every Evening after Sun - Set, 
and repeating continually, with a 


hoarſe and ſtrain'd Voice, the 


Words Hou, Hou, Hou, till they 
foam at the Mouth, and their 
Spirits being quite ſpent, they fall 
into Fitts, which they call Exta- 
ſies; and in this ſort of Trance, 
they ſay, a Demon is compell'd 
by a ſuperior Power to diſcover 
to them the good or bad Succeſs 
of the Enterprizes they are medi- 


tating. This Superſtitious Piece 


of Trumpery Mahmoud went thro 


in the Month of February 1725, 


without reaping any other Benefit 


from it, than a great Faintnels of 


Spirits, and a Diſpoſition bor- 
dering upon Folly. 


« His 
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“ His Head was grown weak 
thro' long and ſevere Faſting, and 


the Spleen and Melancholy had 


cc 


quite joſtled out his natural Tem- 
per; ſo that his Reaſon muſt on 
courſe be very much impaired. 


He fancy'd he faw People ap- 


roaching every Moment to ſtab 
nim; and thus every body be- 
came ſuſpected, but eſpecially the 
Princes of the Blood, of whom 
he reſolved to rid himſelf at 


« The better 0 put his bloody 
Purpoſe in Execution, he ſum- 
mon d the Aſſiſtance of ſeveral of 


his chief Confidents, and ruſhin 


with them into the great Hall 


where all the Princes were ſitting 


after Dinner with Schah Huſſam 
their Father, and other Relations, 


he in a Tranſport of Fury laid 


about him with his drawn Sabre, 
till he had deſtroy d all the Royal 
« Family, 


* 


* 
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e Family, except two young Princes 
« of four or five Years of Age, 
cc who, _ wich Horror at the 
« Sight of ſo diſmal a Tr , 
ec * themſelves into de f. 
« ther's Arms as the only _ 


« they had. Schah Huſſain tenderly 
c embracing them, and bathing 
ce them in bis Tears, went to ward 
« off a Blow he ſaw the Tyrant de- 
ce ſign d them; and lifting up his 
c Hand, he received a conſiderable 
ce Wound. The Sight of his Blood, 
cc which guſh'd out with Violence, 
« moved Compaſſion even in Mah- 
cc wmoud, who had no Intent to hurt 
« the King's Perſon; ſo that he re- 
« ſolved to leave him thoſe two 
« young Princes to comfort him in 


A 


ce his Old Age. The Number of 


ce the Slain amounted to 105 Per- 
cc ſons; among whom were three 


cc Uncles of Schah Huſſain, very he 
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4 advanced in Years, and ſeven of 


his Nephews. 

« After this horrid Aſſaſſination, 
Mahmoud behaved himſelf like a 
Madman ; and finding no Re- 
medy "TW could give Eaſe in his 


Diſternper, he ſent for the Arme- 


nian Prieſts to come and read the 
Goſpel over his Head ; wherein 
the better to prevail, he accom- 
pany'd his Meſſage with 1 5,000 
Thomans of Gold, and good Aſ- 
ſurances that if he recover'd his 
Health, he would reſtore all he 
had taken from them. He like- 
wile made ſome Reſtitution to the 
Dutch Company; but this was 
demanded again by his Succeflor. 
ce Mean time, Mahmonud's Diſtem- 
per grew upon him daily: His 
Body, quite eaten up with the 
1 caſt forth an intolerable 
Stench; and his Fleſh, png 


* by deprees from the Bone, pee 


cc off 


732 

« off in Flakes. In the Height of 
ce his Phrenzy he would tear his 
c Hands and Arms with his Teeth, 
« and Nature refuſing to perform 
« her ordinary Function any longer, 
«© he was forced to void his Excte- 
« ment upward. ” 

The Aghuanis perceiving the Dan- 
ger Mahmoud was in, laid their Heads 
together to provide him a Succeſſor. 
They heartily wiſh'd that his Brother, 
upon whom the Government of Per- 
ſia ſhould naturally devolve after Mah- 
moud's Deceaſe, had been at hand as 
the Caſe now ſtood ; but he was ſtill 
in the Province of Candabar, and let 
them ſend for him with never ſo 
much Expedition, it was not poſſible 
for him, conſidering the Diſtance 
between the Places, and the Badneſs 
of the Roads, to reach Iſpahan under 
eight or ten Months, In the mean 
time, their Affair would not admitt 
of Delay; for Mabmoud's ill State of 
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Health having reach'd the People's 
Ears, they began to loſe all Notion 
of Fear, and to talk openly in favour 
of Prince Thamas. It was even re- 
ported, that that Prince was advan- 
cing at the Head of a powerful Ar- 
my ; that the Arabs were come to 
his Aſſiſtance, and had joined the 
Perſians ; and that the Towns only 
waited his Arrival to make their Sub- 
miſſion. 

Theſe Reports, however ground- 
leſs in themſelves, were of never the 
leſs Uſe to intimidate the Aghuanis, 
and convince them of the indiſpen- 
ſable Neceſſity they lay under, of mak- 
ing Choice forthwith of a Man that 
could extricate them out of the La- 
byrinth in which they had loſt them- 
ſelves. Wherefore, conſidering how 
impoſſible it was for Mahmoud's Bro- 
ther to be there Time enough to ſuc- 


ceed him, they caſt their Eyes upon 


his Couſin-German, named Acheraf, 
OL 
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or Efreff, who was then in Priſon 
for the Story I am going to relate. 

The deplorable Condition to 
which Schah Huſſain was reduced to- 
ward the Concluſion of the Siege of 
Iſpahan, when he went to place his 
Crown upon Mahmoud's Head, and 
to put his Scepter into Mahmoud's 
Hand, filled the Spettators with Pity 
and Compaſſion for Royalty in Di- 
ſtrels. Nay, his very Enemies could 
not refrain from Tears : But Acheraf, 
as obſerved in its proper Place, was 
more concerned than the reſt, and 
uſed all his Endeavours to perſuade 
Mahmoud to receive that unfortunate 
Prince in a leſs haughty and aſſuming 
Manner. The Liberty he took upon 


that Occaſion, made Mahmoud jea- 
lous of him, which he conceal'd for 
a Time, but afterward order'd him 
to be ſeiz d and ſhut up in a cloſe 
and obſcure Priſon. 

& 4 
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The Aghuanis therefore getting to- 
gether well armed, the 2 1 ſt of April, 
they march'd directly to the Priſon; 
from which having ſet him free, they 
conducted him to the Royal Palace, 
placed him upon the Throne, and 
ſaluted him in the Quality of King 
of Perſia. Ee: 
Acheraf, to maintain himſelf in 
this High Dignity, to which he ſaw 
himſelf raiſec contrary to all Expe- 
Cation, began with cutting off the 
Heads of Mahmoud and ſuch of his 
Miniſters, as he knew to be heartily 
in his Intereſt. Not many days af- 
ter, being inform'd that ſome Sol- 
diers of Mahmond's Guard were heard 
to ſpeak diſreſpectful Words of him, 
he order'd about 500 of them 
for Execution, and having ſtript 
their Officers of all they had, clapt 
them up faſt in Priſon. But Zeber- 
dert Chan, who had rerurn'd Tri- 
umphant, and fraught wich Con- 
queſt, 


(91 


queſt, about a Month before, was 
continued in Favour, and in all his 
Honours and Prerogatives. 

As for the Perſians, Acheraf at 
firſt ſhew'd himſelf extremely kind 
to them. Having it in his View ſe- 
cretly to draw Prince Thamas into 
ſome Snare, and by his Death to ſe- 
cure the Crown to himſelf and Fa- 
mily, he thought no Way ſo likely 
to ſucceed, as to uſe Diſſimulation, 
to make an outward Shew of much 
Zeal for the Royal Family, and to 
declare upon all Occaſions how ready 
he was to reſtore the Crown to the 
Perſians in the Perſon of their Law- 
ful Prince. Accordingly, from his 
very Entrance upon the Royalty, he 
made frequent Viſits to Schah Huſſain, 
expreſſed a great deal of Concern at 
Mahmoud's Cruelty in the Aſſaſſina- 
tion of his Children ; and to give 
him what Conſolation he could un- 
der ſuch Circumſtances, he cauſed 
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8 
their ſcattered Bones to be gather'd 
together, and being decently incloſed 
in magnificent Coffins, to be carry'd 
by a long Train of Camels richly 
capariſon'd, to the Ciry of Kum, the 
Burying-Place of the Kings of Per- 


2 At the ſame time he ſent rich Pre- 
ſents for the Moſque in which thoſe 
Bones were to be depoſited, and 1 000 
Thomans to be diſtributed among tlie 
Poor. Then taking the Scepter and 
Crown, he went and laid them at 
Schah Huſſain s Feet, importunately 
beſeeching him either to reſume the 
Government himſelf, or to oblige 


Prince Thamas his Son to do it. 


Schah Huſſam, ſuſpecting Some- 
what more than ordinary to be 
couched under that Offer, and wiſe- 
ly conſidering his Life might be in 
Danger, ſhould he be ſo imprudent 
as to ſhew the leaſt Glance of his 


Defire to remount the Throne, made 
Acheraf 


BY 
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Acheraf this Anſwer : © That he was 
s obliged to him for the Zeal he 
© ſhew'd for his Perſon ; but that 
4 having voluntarily abdicated his 
Government, he had no Thought, 
nor ever ſhould, of reſuming it: 
© That as for his Son, he would not 
6 concern himſelf directly or indi- 
ce rectly with his Affairs; much leſs 
ce perſuade him to accept of a King- 
« dom, which perhaps he might 
© not govern well; and that for the 
« reſt, Eſreff was Maſter, and might 
& do juſt what he pleaſed.” 
Acheraf, ſtill with deſign to con- 
ceal his wicked Purpoſe the better, 
pretended a wonderful Concern at 
Schah Huſſam's Reſolution. How- 
ever, not to be wanting in any thing, 


to which his Duty and Inclination 
(as he ſaid) prompted him, he ſent 
a magnificent Embaſſy to Prince 
Thamas, with Preſents of great Va- 


lue, and Horſes moſt richly capa- 
5 riſon'd ; 
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riſon d; inviting him to come and 
_ take Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, and 
intreating him that he would pleaſe 
to appoint a Place where they might 
talk together with Freedom, and 
agree upon what ſhould be judged 
Convenient on both ſides. The 
Prince, too eaſy to believe what he 
wiſhed, unwarily ſwallow'd the Bait, 
and aſſign d to Acheraf the little Plain 
of Theran for the Place of their Ren- 
dezvous. 

Acheraf, overjoy d at ſo proſpe- 
rous a Beginning, put himſelf at the 
Head of 12,000 Men, and began 
his March; and arriving firſt in the 
Plain, he placed his Men in ſuch 
manner, that he might eaſily make 
the Ule he deſign d of them. The 
Prince, who advanced with 3 000 
Men only, being, happily for him, 
inform'd that Acheraf had a great 
Number of Troops, began to fear, 
and to ſuſpect him. However, - 

c 
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he was not very ſure of the Truth 
of the Fact, to get the beſt Infor- 
mation poſſible, he ſent Aſlam Chan 
before him with 2000 Men, and 
kept but 1000 about his own Per- 
ſon. Aſlam Chan being arrived, and 
obſerving not only the great Num- 
ber of Aghuanis, bur farther that not 
one of the Poſts was guarded, and 
that their Deſign was plainly to ſeize 
the Prince, he ſent away immediate- 
ly to acquaint him with the Danger 
he was in, and adviſed him not to 
loſe a Moment's Time to get off, as 
he valued his Life. The Truth is, 
it was high time; for Acheraf be- 
ing inform'd by his Spies of the 
Prince's near Approach, had order'd 
2500 Aghuanis to march in Secret 
behind a Hill, to cut off his Retreat, 
and thereby render his Eſcape impoſ- 
ſible : And theſe were upon the point 
of falling upon him to ſeize him, 

M when 
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when Word was brought him of 
what had been contriving againſt 
his Perſon. 

Thar unfortunate Prince, perceiv- 
ing the great Danger he was in, was 
forced to abandon his Troops, which 
he had not Time to gather together, 
and to fly in Haſte, with 200 Horſe, 

to the Town of heran, for Refuge. 
Acheraf, finding his Deſign was 
diſcover d, and himſelf conſequently 
diſappointed, cauſed Aſſam Chan to 
be attack d, who, conſidering the vaſt 
Inequality of Numbers, made a 
glorious Stand, and even repulſed 
the Enemy twice with Loſs; but at 
laſt, not able to hold it any longer, 
and Night happily coming on, he 
retired, and went and join'd the 
Prince at Theran. Acheraf's Men not 
knowing the Roads, and being afraid 
of venturing too far into the Moun- 
tains 
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tains in the Dark, durſt not purſue 
him. | 
Mean while, Aſlam Chan was well 
aware that Acheraf would come and 
beſiege that Town, where he muſt 
needs hear the Prince had taken San- 
Ctuary ; and therefore he made it his 
Buſineſs to get him out of it as faſt 
as he could. Accordingly, having 
allow'd his Troops ſome Time for 
Refreſhment, he took the Prince 
with him, and march'd all Night at 
ſuch a Rate, that by Break of Day 
they were got ſix Leagues beyond 
Theran, on the ſide of Mezanderan, 
which Province they ſoon after 
reach d without any Moleſtation. 
But what Aſſam Chan had conjectured 
in relation to Acheraf 's Proceedings, 
happen d exactly right; for not 
dreaming of Prince Thamas's Depar- 
ture from Theran till the next Morn- 


ing, he reſolv d to prevent his Eſcape, 
M 2 by 
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by inveſting the Town on all ſides 
before he was gone. 

For this purpoſe, he preſs'd ſeve- 
ral Peaſants to ſerve him as Guides, 
and arrived at the Gates of Theran 
two Hours before it was Day ; where 
being inform'd that the Prince had 
purſued his March all Night, he was 
ſo enraged, that carrying the Town 
in the very firſt Aſſault, he order'd 
his Soldiers to ſpare neither Men, 
Women, nor Children, but to put 
them all to the Sword, without Re- 
gard to Age or Sex, 

This Conqueſt was follow'd by 
thoſe of Kam and Sava, two Towns 
of Strength enough to have made 
long Defences, had they been well 
provided with Neceſſaries; but the 
Contrary being their Caſe, they did 
not hold out above a Week each. 
They were uſed with leſs Cruelty 
than Theran, the Inhabitants being 
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conſign d only to Plunder, and eſca- 

ping the Edge of the Sword. 

Acheraf, not thinking it adviſable 

do attempt any farther Conqueſts 

with the Handful of Men he had 

with him, return'd to Iſpaban, where 

he finiſh'd the Slaughter of thoſe 

Nobles Mahmoud had ſpared ; the 
Occaſion, as follows. 

c The conſiderable Number of 

© Troops that Acheraf took with 

« him, when he ſet out for the 

Place of Rendezvous appointed is 

ce by Prince Thamas, made the Gran- 10 

cc dees ſuſpect that he was going not | 

« ſo much for the Prince's Advan- 

tage, as for his own: And being _— 

apprehenſive that the Prince, for 

whom they ſtill rerain'd a hearty 

Affection, would be furprized, 4 

« and drawn into ſome Snare, from | f 

© which it might be impoſſible for 1 

ce him ever to extricate himſelf, they = 

cc re- | 
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c reſolvd to give him Notice of 
cc what was doing, by a Letter. 
« This Letter was intercepted by 
cc Scydal, one of the Generals of the 
© Agbuanis, and deliver'd into Ache- 
« raf's Hands; who, to be revenged 
cc of the Grandees, for taking ſoch 
* 2 Step in favour of the Prince, 
© ſummon'd them all together in 
the Royal Palace, pretending to 
© have ſomething of Extraordinary 
«© Moment to communicate to 
ce them, and cauſed them all to be 
© beheaded. At the ſame time he 
te put out the Eyes of a little In- 
& fant that Mahmoud had by the 
4 Princeſs Sophia. It was even re- 
c ported, that he had made Schah 
« Huſſain allo ſuffer the Loſs of his 
Eye - Sight; but this did not prove 

« true.“ 
We are in daily Expectation of 
hearing from Mahmoud's Brother. : f 
c 


87 ] 
he ſhould come to Iſpahan, as Men 
ſeem not to doubt, then are we lure 
of ſeeing a bloody War carry'd on 
between the Aghuanis, who will de- 
ſtroy themſelves by degrees, and make 
way for Schah Huſſain to remount the 
Throne, or ſettle his Son Prince 


 Thamas upon it. 


Mean while, the Princes border- 
ing upon Perſia, taking Advantage 
of theſe Inteſtine Troubles, which 
have laid waſte that vaſt and flouriſh- 


ing Empire, made it their Buſineſs 


to poſſeſs themſelves of ſuch Pro- 
vinces as were ſituate moſt for theit 
Convenience. 

The Czar of Muſcovy took Schir- 
van, one of the fineſt and richeſt 
Countries in Perſia, and, in regard 
it ſtretches along the Caſpian Sca, as 
commodious for Trade as any. But 
the Turks have carry d their Conqueſts 
much farther; for they have taken, 


in 


* 


in Jeſs than two Years, all Georgia, 
and the Provinces of Erivan, Nak- 
ſuan, Aderheſan, Kilan, and Hama- 
dan, with their Towns, ſome of 
which made very good Defences 
but particularly Tauris, which ſtood 
a long and vigorous Siege, and un- 
derwent all the Miſeries above related 
of the City of Iſpahan, before it ſur- 
render d. 

Theſe Conqueſts of the Turks, 
and their near Approach to the Ca- 
pital of the Kingdom, from which 
they are not diſtant above five or 
ſix Days March, obliged Acheraf, 
who is not in a Condition to make 
Head againſt them, to ſend an Em- 
baſly to the Porte, the 2d of Septem- 
ber, 1725, to demand Peace of the 
Grand Seignior at any rate, and up- 
on ſuch Terms as the Sultan will 
pleaſe to grant him. 
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The Ambaſſador takes with him” 
20, 00 Thomans of Gold for Pre- 
ſents; but it is believed the Turks 


| Fill notwithſtanding go on with 


their Conqueſts, and that as ſoon as 


J 
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they have taken Iſpahan, and plun- 
der'd the King and Grandees Trea- 
ſure, they will place Prince Thamas 
upon the Throne, and keep the 
Provinces they have in Poſſeſſion, 
to the end that after this Partition, 
the young Prince may never have it 
in his Power to hurt them. Nei- 
ther is this Conjecture altogether 
without ground; ſince Expreſſes 


have been obſerved to paſs ſeveral —ů— 


times between Jumbis Achmet, Ba- 


ſhaw of Babylon, and the Prince of 
Perſia. 


Such, Sir, is the preſent State of 


Affairs in Perſia. I wiſh this Ac- 


count, which is pretty long, bur 


could 


| 
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could not well be made ſhorter, 
may be an agrecable Amuſement to 
you, and to thoſe to whom you 


ſhall think fit to communicate it. 


I am, &C. 
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